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U. SL MAY OPERATE

PUNKFAIUIffi
Steps for Government to
Take Over Carriers Con¬

sidered Here Today.

OFFICIALS ARE ENGAGED
IN WORKING OUT DETAILS

Efforts Being Made to Curtail Pas¬
senger Traffic and Shipments

of Luxuries.

Government operation of railways if
the pooling plan docs not afford relief
from the present situation was being
considered here today as the committee
of vice presidents of eastern lines
gathered to perfect general plans to put
the pooling arrangements into effect.
Congressional action would be neces¬

sary if government operation were to
be decided upon, but that has been
discussed by officials who have been
considering: what steps would be neces¬

sary if the pooling plans should not
relieve the congestion.
The operating committee of vice

presidents, which will serve under the
general direction of the railroah war
board, met tonay with the board to
work out details of the plan of pool¬
ing trackage and equipment of the
eastern lines. They expected to an¬
nounce a general plan of operation
later.
Elisha Lee. general manager of the

Pennsylvania lines east, and A. W.
Thompson, vice president in charge of
traffic of the Baltimore and Ohio, were

being considered to head the operating
committee of vice presidents. It was
said that one or the other probably
would be chosen.

Adopted as the most practicable sug¬
gestion advanced, the pooling plan will
be operated entirely by the railroads
themselves, without government par¬
ticipation. If it produces results fur¬
ther steps will not be necessary.

To Cut Unnecessary Travel.
Among the steps to be taken which

will be of greatest interest to the gen¬
eral public are those relative to cur¬

tailment of unnecessary passenger
travel, especially that of tourists; to
the ultimate revision of mail train
service, and to an embargo on carry-
log luxuries, in the class of which
sporting goods was mentioned as an

example.
But the public, called upon for sac¬

rifices by this necessary war-time cur¬
tailment ot servient.will berewarded bjr
more expeditious handling of necessary

and foods, and the government will be
served more effectively, it is promised,
in carrying out its problems of indus¬
trial and military mobilisation.
Washington, as a recognized conven¬

tion city, will be hit by one of the
steps already taken, that of requests to
great national commercial, fraternal,
educational and other organizations . to
eliminate great conventions as far as
possible. In order not to tax the pas¬
senger carrying farilities of the rail¬
roads.
Though men in close touch with the

railroad chiefs said today that the public
should not be alarmed unnecessarily by
the probability of further curtailment of
passenger train schedules, yet the public
must be willing to forego all train serv¬
ice which can. without actual hardship,
be abandoned. The railroads voluntarily
will forego the benefits of the publicity
campaign, in which they spent hundreds
of thousands of dollars in urging the pub¬
lic to "see America first." Excursion
trains will be practically abandoned. Al¬
ready they have been curtailed ex¬
tensively.

Some Trains Taken Off.
Efforts to curtail further passenger

service, when possible, already are in
progress, and only yesterday the Bal¬
timore and Ohio railroad announced the
discontinuance of some trains between
Washington and Philadelphia. Rail¬
road men have been working on the
problem of maintaining better sched¬
ules for passenger trains, realizing that
many delays have caused inconvenience
and a way to remedy this, some have
suggested, is further to slow down
schedules. Already more running time
has been allowed trains on various
railroads, especially on the New York,
New Haven and Hartford, and on many
of the through trains making long
trips from eastern citieis to western

points.
In line with the effort to curtail the ,

number of conventions, railroads this
fall sought to reduce the number of
excursions to state and county fairs, j
and so far as possible all such traffic
was carried on regular trains. It was

pointed out that on continental rail¬
roads of Europe passenger travel now j
is wholly subordinated to military ne-

cessity, and even in England ?the pas- |
senger traffic has been reduced 50 per
cent.
How far the railroads ran go In

pooling their carrying facilities and
yet not impair the securities of the
various roads by reducing the revenues
of some of them is admitted to be one
of the most serious problems confront-
ed by the vice presidents in conference
here today.

Railroad representatives say they are

prepared to go just as far in the expe-
dition of freight movements as they
c an without seriously impairing the
revenues of the roads. One of them
said that he believed that this problem
would not be a serious one, and that1
in cases of parallel lines especially, the
quantity of freight carried would equal-
Ire itself. If so. he said, the consign¬
ment of freight to one road would be
disregarded if a parallel line could
carry it sooner.

Railroad men are believed to have
had full assurance by government offi¬
cials that they will 4iot be interfered
with in carrying out their pooling pro¬
gram. which, in peare time, would be in
violation of the Sherman anti-trust law
and various other legislation affecting
common carriers.

Would Abolish Regulations.
The next step to be taken in setting

aside peace time regulation which
hampers the efficient operation of the
roads as a unit to meet war needs, a
railroad man stated, will be to seek
to have states abolish various regula¬
tions. especially those relating to full
crews. Pennsylvania alreadv has
waived her requirements In this re¬
spect, while New York and New Jersey
have not done so. The full crew pro¬
visions, It was stated, are serious
handicaps to operation In the face of a
labor shortage.
It is not so much a shortage in the

aggregate number of workers that the
railroads face. It was stated, as a
shortage of skilled men. and these
skilled men must be distributed so that
they can- be used most effectively, and
crews must be supplemented by un¬
trained men who are learning the
technique of railroading.

It Is not believed there will be much
(Continued on Second Page.)

TWENTY CARLOADS
OF SUGAR ARRIVE

District Also to Be Supplied
From Two Other Sources,

It is Announced.

TO CONTROL DISTRIBUTION

Arrival in Washington today of
twenty carloads of sugar from the Mis¬
sissippi valley put at rest the fears of
District citizens that the capital will
run bare of sugar supplies.
These stocks will not be available for

distribution for several days, as the
District food administration will be
consulted as to its distribution and new
rules governing its sale.
Paul J. Christian, local representative of

the American Cane Growers?' Association,
said today the shipment for Washington
was but a part of the movement of 400
cars to eastern cities on seaboard railroad
lines. Most of this pugar is from the Mis¬
sissippi valley, he declared.*

Sugar From Other Sources.
Two other sources furnished Washing-

ton with optimism concerning the sugar
outlook today. One was the report to the
food administration that a part of the
bulk of sugar intended for the Russian
government, which was seized in New-
York on recommendation of Herbert C.
Hoover, is on the way to the capital.
Another source of sugar supply was

disclosed today in the consignment to
Washington of several thousand
pounds of Peruvian su^ar, which has
been on its way here for some time.
Delays in sugar movements by the

railroads was said by Mr. Christian to be
largely responsible for the shortage
In Washington. Sugar which he order¬
ed last week from New Orleans for
the local Chamber of Commerce to help
relieve the situation here had not ar¬
rived today on account of tlrst being
sent to Cincinnati instead of direct to
Washington.

To Supervise Distribution.
Clarence R. Wilson, food adminis¬

trator for the District, was busy today
making a tabulation of sugar stocks in
the capital. As soon as arrangements
are made for unloading the supply
which came today he will be notified
and will supervise its distribution.
That stringent regulations will be

enforced to prevent a run on the sugar
market by distracted purchasers was
indicated by the food administration.
Dealers will be restricted in sugar

sales as formerly until it becomes evi¬
dent sufficient supplies are on hand to
supply all needs. Then a strict super¬
vision will be exercised to prevent
hoarding, it was said.
The consensus of opinion among

sugar dealers here today was that the
panic of Washington is now groundless
and that supplies will -be forth'orr.'n*
to meet every necessary requirement

HOOVER PLAN IS APPROVED.

Controller of Treasury Holds He Can
Commandeer Certain Sugar. '

Food Administrator Hoover** "plan to
commandeer a large quantity of sugar
held in this country for foreign account
and pay for It^with government funds
was approved by the controller of the
Treasury today.
The controller held that if the trans¬

action is in the name of the food ad¬
ministration government funds may be
used and an accounting rendered to the
Treasury. If the purchase is made,
however, by the food administration's
sugar refiners' committee, no account¬
ing to the government is necessary.

MEANS TRIAL AD10URNS
PENDING CHOICE OF JURY
Venire of 150 Hen Summoned.De¬

fendant Accnsed of Murdering
Mrs. X. A. Zing.

Bj the Associated Press.
CONCORD, N. C., November 26..Ad¬

journment of the case against Gaston
B. Means, charged with the murder of
Mrs. Maude A. King, was taken at noon
today until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow to al¬
low a special venire of 150 men to be
summoned.
No attempt was made to examine the

thirty-six veniremen called for the spe¬
cial term. Means pleaded not guilty
when arraigned, after his indictment
a month ago. and, other than a formal
announcement of ready by both sides,
no action was taken today.
By agreement of both sides the spe¬

cial venire of 150 was drawn. Selection
of a grar.d jury of eighteen men had
taken half of the thirty-six summoned!
for the special term. The narmes of the
150 were drawn in open court. Among
them was W. H. Bingham, son of Capt.
W. S. Bingham, who was nearby when
Mrs. King was killed.

Big Array of Counsel.
The trial began today in Cabarrus

county court. An army of counsel rep-
resenting Means and attorneys from
New York and Chicago identified with
the prosecution were ready for the ex-
aminaUon of talesmen, as the first work
of drawing a jury.
After court opened much time was

taken up with the formality of drawing
and charging the grand jury, called at
the same time the special term was or-
dered. Judge E. B. Cline, presiding,
told the grand jury that probably no
bills would be presented to it.

Many Spectators at Trial.
The long residence of the Means fam-

ily in this state, extending over more
than 100 years, and the sensational de¬
velopments in the investigation of the
death of the woman, which extended
over three states, have drawn large
numbers of spectators to the trial.
The defense contends that the woman

accidentally shot herself.
The theory of the prosecution is that

Means, as the woman's confidential ad¬
viser, has dissipated her fortune. Both
New York and Chicago officers investi-
gated the case and turned their flnd-
ings over to the prosecution. The
state previously had lost its plea for a
change of venue.

Commissioned Masons Honored.
PLATTSBURG, N. Y., November 26.

One of the most unusual military j£a-
sonic events In the history of the or¬
der in this country took place at the
reserve officers' training camp here
Saturday and yesterday. In recogni¬
tion of havine been awarded commis¬
sions in the army. S27 master Masons
were honored by receiving degrees in
Scottish Bite Free Masonry from the
fourth to the thirty-second, inclusive,
without expense to them.

PROMPTLY AVERTS
FUEL FAMINE HERE

Federal Government Diverts
2,000 Tons of Coal to

Public Use.

OTHER SHIPMENTS COMING

The fuel famine which Washington
faced has been averted.
Drastic steps by the federal govern¬

ment, which intervened to save the capi¬
tal from suffering on account of a coal
shortage, today placed within reach of
consumers here sufficient coal to relieve
the situation.
Two thousand tons of anthracite

coal were requisitioned from govern¬
ment stocks for distribution to house¬
holders here, John A. Weaver, federal
fuel administrator for the District, an¬

nounced.
In addition 3 50 carloads of coal, the

first of lot shipments to reach the capi¬
tal in weeks, arrived last night, and
the fuel administration declared today
there is enough coal for everybody's
needs.
The government supply will be re¬

plenished partly from the consignment
which arrived yesterday and from sup¬
plies which will be shipped to Wash¬
ington on regular schedule hereafter.

No Further Interruptions.
There will be no further interruptions

in coal shipments for Washington, the
fuel administration positively asserted.
Prices for the coal to the consumer

probably will be fixed late today at a

conference of the advisory committee
co-operating with Administrator Wea¬
ver. This step will be taken to insure
fair prices and to stop the practice of
charging more than is permissible by
retail dealers, under the executive or¬
der fixing the price of coal.
These developments stood out today

as the most significant of plans yet
taken by the national and the District
fuel administrations to avert a coal
famine in Washington.

Expert Not Named Today.
The national fuel administration did

not announce the appointment today of
a coal expert, who will do nothing but
keep coal coming over the railroads to
Washington, but the appointment prob¬
ably will be made tomorrow, it was
said.
Two men arc under consideration for

this post. The duties of this new officer
of the fuel administration will be:
zTo keep check on movements of all
coal billed to Washington.
To keep such shipments constantly on

the move.
To issue priority orders, whenever

necessary, to insure an adequate re¬
serve supply of fuel for the District.
To take any steps, however drastia

TO, e*f .*Srt thor-
oughly familiar with every phase of
the District's fuel needs was the as¬
surance given by I* A. Snead, federal
distributer for coal in the office of
Administrator Garfield.

New Fuel Division Starts.
Operation of the new division of Ad¬

ministrator Garfield's office, which will
have for its sole purpose the supply¬
ing of coal and other fuel needs for
Washington, was begun today, it was
announced. Until a man has been ap¬
pointed to assume charge of this work
it will be directed by Mr. Snead.
Between 300 and 600 cars of coal

were reported today on their way to
Washington and actually moving in
this direction. The railroad congestion,
which tied up shipments for the city,
has been effectually broken, the au¬
thorities said.
Hoarding on the part of individuals

or firms that were without coal during
the past week will not be permitted,
the fuel administration announced, and
vigorous steps will be taken to see
that there is no unequal distribution of
supplies which reach Washington from
time to time.

Enough Bituminous Coal Here.
There is enough bituminous coal in

the District now to care for public
utility works and government build¬
ings. This in addition to the supplies
of anthracite coal-which the govern¬
ment already has and which will be
further augmented by the shipments
received today.
The coal situation here was summed

up by District Administrator Weaver
when he said:
"Washington today is supplied with

coal. There will be no shortage in fu-
ture. Drastic action has been taken to
break up the tieup on railroad lines.
Coal will be kept moving to Washing¬
ton. The federal food administration
will tomorrow name a man whose sole
duty will be to see that coal reaches
Washington on schedule tim«». When
the cars are on the tracks here it will
be the business of the local fuel ad¬
ministrator to supervise its distribu¬
tion and sale.
i'A committee today will name prices

which will govern the sale of coal to
retaiiers."

Promises Coal During Winter.
Administrator Weaver added:
"Plans have been made whereby no

shortage of fuel will occur here again
this winter, unless some unexpected
development comes. The federal ad¬
ministration has agreed to keep coal
moving to Washington at all costs, and
this office will see that it is promptly
unloaded and distributed after its ar¬
rival. These two agencies, Co-operat¬
ing in every detail are pledeged to
keep the National Capital from a fuel
iamine. The District will be treated
as a government reservation, so far as
furnishing fuel is concerned. If sup¬
plies have to be commandeered from
other cities this step will be taken.

(Continued on Second Page.)

Time Passes.
So SKop Early!

If you arc familiar
with present-day mer¬

chandising conditions
you'll realize that a day's
delay may mean disap¬
pointment.
Shop early for Christ¬

mas and be sure of get¬
ting what you've made
up yourmind to get. Save
the merchant the trouble
of exchanging.

PUSHING ON IN PALESTINE.

Representative Sims Thinks
Permanent Legislation on

Subject Inadvisable.

NO NEED OF POOLING LAW

Representative Thetus VT. Sims of
Tennessee, a member of the joint com¬

mittee of the House and Senate which

during the recess has been investigat¬
ing" transportation and freight rate;

problems of the railroads in the farj
wmI, has returned to the City. Mr.i
Sims' interest in railway problems Is1
accentuated by the fact that in case

Judge Adameon " concludes to resign<
from Congress and qualify for the

judgeship to which he has been ap-
pointed and confirmed Mr. Sims will
be the logical selection for chairman!
of the House committee on interstate
and foreign commerce.

Speaking for himself, and disclaim-1
ing that he voices the opinions of any
of his colleagues on the committee.
Mr. Sims today expressed doubt
whether it will be advisable at the
coming session of Congress to attempt;
any permanent railway legislation of
vital importance. It is quite obvious,
he said, that the war has created prob¬
lems for the railroads to be classed as
abnormal, which will disappear after
the war. lie feels that it would be
very difficult to change the laws!
radically, with a view to permanent
retention upon the statute books, to
meet these abnormal conditions.

Suggests Guaranteeing Loans.
"There is one thing that can be done

and which I think may be accomplish-1
ed at this session," said Mr. Sims, "and
that is to pass legislation by which
the government would guarantee loans
to the railroads at a low rate of in¬
terest to enable them to make improve¬
ments imperatively needed at the mo¬
ment and to expand their facilities to
meet the unusual demands upon them.
The railroads cannot borrow money
now except at grievously high rates of
interest and after they get it they
find that on account of increased wages
to labor and added cost of material, a
dollar does not go as far as it would
in ordinary times.
"For that very reason I would not

favor broadside expansion of railroad
capital through government aided or

any other character of loans. But it is
obvious to every man that the rail-
roads need money for new trackage,
for locomotives, cars and other equip¬
ment immediately. They must have it
to enable them to handle the great
volume of business by which they
threaten to be overwhelmed. I think it
would be quite in order to agree upon
a plan for government guarantee of
loans to the solvent railroads at 3U
or 4 per cent, to run for a short time,
jand thus made emergency loans.

Thinks Plan Would Be Popular,
"The railroads would doubtless be

eager to avail themselves of the priv-
ilege, and the securities, issued under
{supervision of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, with knowledge of the
general condition of the roads, should
appeal to the financial world as a good
investment. As I understand it, no

railroad would of itself want to bor-
row money for any other purpose than
putting it immediately into the plant
to enlarge its carrying facilities.

"I doubt very much whether any
serious attempt will be made at the
coming cession in behalf of a general
pooling bill. This subject is quite fa¬
miliar to men who have been in Con¬
gress longer than one term. In the
first place, and in point of fact, the
railroads are even now. to all prac¬
tical intents and purposes, beginning
to pool with the full sanction of the
government. The action announced in
yesterday's papers by the railroads'
war board of pooling of freight facili¬
ties on the eastern roads is proof.

Pooling Authority Not.Necessary.
"So,- for immediate practical purposes

it seems that they do not need legis-
latlve sanction for pooling. An for any

general pooling authorization, as a

permanent statutory law,.Ivery gravely
doubt whether it would be possible to
get through Congress legislation
which seemed to look to nullification
of the anti-trust laws, even under gov¬
ernmental regulation.
"The freight rate increase problem Is

very serious. It has many aspects. To
my mind, the main thought to be kept
before us is not to increase freight
rates to such an extent that they
would prove a depressant to business."

SAYS D.C. SHOULD BE
THE STATEOFCOLUMBIA

Has Outgrown Its Present Form of
Government, Declares Sena¬

tor Lewis.

"The District of Columbia should be
made the state of Columbia," said Sen¬
ator Lewis of Illinois today, expressing
his approval of the campaign to amend
the Constitution so that the people
may elect representatives in Congress
and vote for presidential and vice pres¬
idential electors.
"The District has outgrown its pres¬

ent form of government. There are as

many people here as there are in a
number of the states and they should
not be .disfranchised."

CONGRESSMEN ARRIVE
AT AN ATLANTIC PORT

Party Which Visited Trenches on

.the British Front Beaches
This Country.

AN ATLANTIC PORT. November 26..
The party of American congressmen.
members of which had narrow escapes
from death or injury when they came
under German machine pun fire recent¬
ly while visiting the trenches on the
British front in France, returned home
on an American steamship which ar-
rived here today.
The Germans, it appears, noticed the

unusual activity in the British trenches
(caused by the visit of the congressmen
and. thinking a raid was about to begin,
[opened fire with a battery of machine
guns. Some of the congressmen, who
were exposed to the rain of bullets,
promptly sought the shelter of the
dugouts, congratulating themselves
that they had escaped injury.
The party which arrived today In¬

cluded Representatives Clarence C. Dill.
John F. Miller and Albert Johnson of
Washington: Charles B. Timberlake
and Edward D. Taylor of Colorado,
Dan V. Stephens of Nebraska. William
S. Goodwin of Arkansas and former
Representatives Stout of Montana and
Frederick C. Hicks of New York.

ENTHUSIASM GREETS
ROOSEVELT IN TORONTO

TORONTO, Ontario, November 26..
Tremendous enthusiasm greeted Col.
Theodore Roosevelt on his arrival here
shortly after noon today to assist in the
great "victory loan" meeting tonight.
Sir Robert -Borden, Canadian premier,
who was leaving for a political meet¬
ing at Uxbridge, had his train held so
that he might shake hands with the
former President, of the United States.
Among others who welcomed the col-
onel were Sir William Hendrie, lieuten-
ant governor of Ontario; Sir William
Hearst, provincial premier; Mayor
Church and army officers.
The colonel on leaving his car was

greeted with three rousing cheers,
When he reached the street throngedwith people lie was given an ovation.
The military headquarters band played"The Star Spangled Banner." and the
guard of honor from the Canadian offi¬
cers' training corps presented arms.
Cheering crowds lined the streets all
along the route to Government House,whither the colonel and his party pro¬ceeded in automobiles under the escort
of a contingent of the Royal FlyingCorps mounted on motor cycles. A
luncheon followed at the York Club.

"Amen Corner" Suspends Dinner.
NEW YORK, November 26..For the

first time in eighteen years the "amen
corner" will not hold its annual dinner
this year. The dinner had been plannedfor December 15. but the directors of
the "corner" decided yesterday that it
would be contrary to the spirit of the
time to have the usual Jovial function
with the country at war. All the tickets
had been subscribed for. and the moneywill be refunded.

Bussian Consul Besign* Post.
SAN FRANCISCO, November 26.'.A. M.

de Wywoodzeff, Russian consul general
here, announced today that ha had re¬
signed his post, being unable to adhere
to the bolshevik! government.

PRICE OF NEWS PRINT
PAPER AGREED UPON
Six Out of Seven Defendants
Will Sell for Three Cents Per

Pound for Present.

MAY COLLECT EVIDENCE

NEW YORK. November 26..News
print paper manufacturers represent¬
ing 83 per cent of the print paper out¬
put in th« country will sell news print
to publishers at 3 cents a pound until
April 1. and after that at a price to be
f|x«4 t>y the Federal Trad* Commission,
under an agreement reached today be¬
tween the- government aha six of seven
paper manufacturers charged with vio¬
lation of the Sherman anti-trust law.
United States Judge Mayer signed a

decree under which the News Print
Manufacturers' Association, whose ex¬
ecutive committee Included five of the
seven defendants, was dissolved. This
decree, however, does not take awayfrom the defendants the right to co¬
operate between now and April 1 in
placing facts before the Federal Trade
Commission as a basis for the price to
be fixed.

Contract Is Permlssable.
It was also stipulated in the decree

that nothing therein would prevent the
defendants "from entering into and per¬
forming a certain contract of even date
with the Attorney General of the
United States as trustee, made for the
purpose of meeting the existing condi¬
tions created by the present state of
war in the United States." This referred
to the agreement for fixing the priceof print paper by the Federal TradeCommission.
The decree was affirmatively presentsed by the government and was consent¬

ed to by all seven defendants. Counselfor several of the men under indict¬
ment stated in court that the present
was not the time for a controversy be¬
tween industries and the federal gov¬ernment, but they insisted that therehad been no conscious violation by thedefendants of either the spirit or the
letter of the Sherman law.

Did Not Agree on Price.
Edward W. Backus, president of the

Minnesota and Ontario Power Company
and the Fort Francis Pulp and PaperCompany, did not agree to the threercent price up to April 1. but asked thatthe Federal Trade Commission fix the
price after January 1.
The agreement is said to be satisfac¬

tory to the American Newspaper Pub¬
lishers' Association. It was the out¬
come of the government's prosecution
of George H. Mead, chairman of the
executive committee of the News Print
Manufacturers' Association; Philip T
Dodge, president of the International
Paper Company; Edward W. Backus
George Chahoon, jr., and G. H. p]
Gould, comprising the executive com¬
mittee of the News Print Manufactur¬
ers' Association; Alexander Smith
banker, and Frank J. Sesenbrenner!
paper manufacturer. '

The indictments were returned by the
federal grand jury April 12 last, and
the defendants were cited to appearfor trial today.

Part of Equity Action.
The agreement was part of the

equity action. W hen the criminal cases
were called Mead. Dodge, Backus.Chahoon and Senzenbrenner pleaded"nolo contendere" on the ground of notdesiring for patriotic reasons to em¬
barrass the government. Smith, who
is in France doing Bed Cross work
could not he reached by his attorneyand the jury will not be dischargeduntil his plea has been entered.

Gould pleaded not guilty.-Counsel for
the government stated that, as its iri-
vestigators had not ber-n able to pro¬duce evidence that would convict in his
case, it consented to the dismissal of
the indictment.

Agreement Beached Here.
The news print agreement announced

in New York was reached here last
week between manufacturers, publish¬
ers and representatives of the Depart¬
ment of Justice and the Federal Trade
Commission. It Is similar In many re-
specto to one negotiated earlier, under
which paper was to be sold at 2%
cents.
The manufacturers, however, with¬

drew from the first agreement, when
the Department of Justice refused to
become a party to it and insisted on
prosecutions. The trade commission
argued unsuccessfully that as the chief
aim sought was to reduce the price of
paper prosecutions were not wise.
According to reports current here

only one paper manufacturer among
those indicted has declined to enter the
agreement. At the Department of Jus-
tloe it was said last week that if he
eontinned to held out the department
would go the limit to obtain his con¬
viction. __ _

URGESWAR ON All
mm

U. S. Should Fight Allies of
Germany, Senator

Stone Says.

SITUATION IS ANOMALOUS

That a declaration of war by the
United States against Austria-Hungary,
Turkey and Bulgaria seems "exceeding¬
ly advisable to simplify a situation now

anomalous/' was the opinion expressed
today by Senator Stone of Missouri,
chairman of the Senate foreign relations
committee, who has returned to Wash¬
ington for the approaching session of
Congress.
He said he thought Congress should

pass war declarations similar to that
in the case of Germany against Ger¬
many's allies, provided such action
should coincide with the policy of the
executive branch.

Two Branches Should Agree.
"There should be an understanding,

of course, between the two branches of
the government before any action is
taken," said Senator Stone. "But we

are, in fact, now at war with Ger¬
many's allies. The situation is anoma¬
lous. It would, in my opinion, simplify
matters greatly if we should inform¬
ally declare war against Germany's al¬
lies. It seems to me exceedingly ad¬
visable and would greatly simplify the
situation.

Austrians Now on Western Front.
"I have understood that some, If not

a large number, of Austrian troops
have been on the western front. They
may now, or soon, be actually fighting
against the American forces, the two
forces firing at each other. Anyway,
the Austrians are desperately engaged
with Italy, which is one of our allies
just as much as France or England."
Senator Stone said that to have war

formally declared against the German
allies also would simplify matters of
domestic concern, such, as measures to
prevent espionage.

May Improve New War Tax.
New or amended war-tax legislation,

according to Senator Stone, who also
is ranking member of the Senate
financc committee, should not be under-
taen until after ^a thorough survey
of the situation between Secretary Mc-
Adoo and legislative leaders. He said
there is no doubt that in many re¬
spects the new war tax can be im¬
proved. and probably will be, to re¬
move inequalities and injustices. Rev¬
enue legislation, he believed, will not
be initiated, however, early in the ses¬
sion, which he predicted would be a

Senator Lewis Outlines
Questions Before Congress

The three paramount questions which
will confront Congress stt its opening
next week, in the opinion of Senator
James Hamilton Lewis of Illinois,
democratic whip of the Senate, are:

1. The attitude which the United
States shall assume toward Austria,
Turkey and Bulgaria, Germany's allies.

2. Enactment of a law which will
make it possible to take away from
naturalized citizens of the United States
their citizenship if they do not support
the government.

?>. Enactment of a law taking from
the civil courts and plating in the hands
of the military authorities all cases
where persons destroy food intended for
the Army and Navy, blow up bridges,
place bombs for the purpose of destroy¬
ing life or indulge in sabotage.
Senator Lewis gave it as his opinion

that the United States must deal with
Austria and Turkey, who are making
common cause with the enemy and are
in effect fighting the forces of the
United States today.

Favors Distinction in Austria.
"At the same time." said Senator

Lewis, "in declaring war upon Aus¬
tria I have no doubt but what a dis¬
tinction w-ill be made between the Aus¬
trians and the Hungariahs and Bo-
hemians. The Hungarians and the
Bohemians are anxious, and have for
a long time been anxious, to establish
democratic forms of government. Also
we must distinguish between the Aus-
trians and the Poles. I do not think
that we can in any way be considered
as favoring any plans which Italy may
have for taking territory from Austria.
"The President and the Congress have

made it clear that the United States is
not in this war for any territorial
aggrandizement or to aid any other
nation take territory."
"It is high time," Senator Lewis

added, "that some steps be taken
whereby it will be possible for the
United States to take away from
naturalized citizens the rights and
privileges of United States citizenship
and the protection it srives from those
who will not support the government.
"If they will ivot support the gov¬

ernment, will not fight for it when
necessary, then I say take away their
citizenship and send them back "to the
land to which their sympathies turn.

Would Take Away Privileges.
"In the cn.se of the American citizen¬

ships who are born here and in whom
citizenship is inherent, and who refuse:
to support theh government, a law
should be passed which would take
away from them suffrage, the right to
hold office, and other similar privileges;
which they now have.
"Any persons who destroy food in-

tended for the Army, place bombs, com-
mit sabotage or destroy bridges, should
not be given the benefits of civil pros-
ecution, with the endless appeals and
delays attendant thereon. They should
be handed over to military courts-
martial. After a few of them had
been hanged or shot, we would cease
to have so much trouble with th^se
outrages as we now have."

INQUIRY OF LA FOLLETTE'S
SPEECH IS POSTPONED

Absence of senators on the subcom¬
mittee appointed to Investigate Sena¬
tor La Toilette's St. Paul speech last
September caused a postponement to¬
day of the inquiry, probably until af¬
ter Congress reconvenes.

To Accept Strike Settlement Terms.
SAN FRANCISCO. November 23..

Pacific coast locals of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
have agreed to accept the settlement
terms proposed by the President's
mediation board in adjusting: their dif¬
ferences with the Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company, L. C. Grasser,
vice-president of the brotherhood, said
here today. .

j Solid Ranks of Infantry, Sup¬
ply Trains and Artillery Ar¬

rive at Northern Front.

LATINS REPULSE ATTACKS; j
NEW FORCES CHEER MEtf

| Germans Beaten in Dozen Baidi u>
Oen. De Giorgio's Army Bat¬

tles to Keep Line.

B; tilt Aitm-lited Pro*.
ROME, November 2i.Strong

Austro-tierman attacks on the '

northern mountain front between
the Brenta and Piave riven were
repulsed yesterday, it is announced
officially.
ITALIAN* ABMY HEADQUABTEBS

IN NORTHERN ITALY, November SSL-
.Solid ranks of Franco-British infaa. '

try, with artillery and supply trains, we*»
seen by the correspondent today withia
sound of the battle on the Italian north*
ern line. They had been on ma eifht-
day march.
The correspondent wu on a tour at,

the northern fighting front, where tl»«
great battle is continuing with unex¬
ampled violence. MaJ. Gen. De
was found commanding the extreme
left of the fourth army at the poiajt
where the fighting was heaviest.
Throughout yesterday and today ths

battle in the mountains has develops*
in a succession of heavy attacks u»
counter attacks, with occasional brU*
intervals for reforming the lines aaS
reorganizing new positions.

Repulse Twelve Attack*.
Twelve different enemy assaults hi«f §

been made within a few hours
ing the" correspondent's visit to
quarters on the field, but the Italia*
lines had not yielded a foot of (fount,
and Gen. de Giorgio, while grave te
cause of the terrific struggle his men
were making against tremendous odd%
was calm and confident that the defen¬
sive line would hold until reinforev
ments were swung into the fighting.
Staff officers from headquarters Were

taking the trip along the line and the
route lay straight north into the
Ing zone. Soon there were evid
of a bitter atruegle lust ,

along the ttats-fear "tines of
infantry, decimated in r
days, were reforming to return
fight. They showed, the fearful ,

they had been under, but there was
trace of wavering and the long liaaa
breathed a spirit of esgerneas.

Allies Come to Aid.
Tn another zone a sight which stirred

the blood wae when solid ranks at
allied reinforcements crowded tijb
roads. Already they were well wlthlR
sound of the rumble of the guns aaft
the boom from the battle off in the die*
tance could be heard above the gallop
of the cavalry, the tramp of the 1*>
fantry and the clamor' of the batterMP
and supply trains.

It was a dark day, with a gray skjrv
but the whole scene seemed to lightea
up as the color of the Italian gray waa
tinted everywhere with British khakt
and French blue. They had been on
the march eight days, making more
than fifteen miles a day.
The French reinforcements were first

seen in force. They were splendid*
looking young men. One of their ofB«
cers. with whom the correspondent
talked, who had stripes, earned gallantly,
on his sleeve, said they had arrived after
a hard forced march, with others fob
lowing.

Cavalry Lines Road.
Soon the others came in view, and for

two miles the party passed through
endless lines of French. There wen
squadrons of cavalry in the road arui
in the nearby fields, and long lines of
new artillery trains and supplies. Field
kitchens had been 6et up at one poi^t
and a midday meal was being served.
The men looked in the best of condition
and did not show a trace of fatigao
from their long march.
Just beyond here the color turned

from blue to khaki as long lines of tlia
British came into sight. In the lead
were cyclists and then came engineer
trains. Following were long ranks o«
infantry, cavalry and artillery. At on*
point headquarters had been tempos
rarily established along the road, and
guards were at the gate as the officers
went and came.
Farther on a British general and hft

staff, all finely mounted, were cantering
forward.

Men Hard as Kails. ^

The artillery horses were especially
marked for their sleek, well fed condi¬
tion, and the observers noted how ail
the brasswork of the guns and equl£*
meat glinted with the thorough care it
had had. One engineer corps waa rum-
bling to the rear with huge pontoons
on camions, as it had been found theos
were not needed, but all the rest of th^
force was moving forward.
The men looked hard as nails, despita

their steady marches. Both officers aad
men were eager to hear how the fignf
was going and were anxious to get for¬
ward.
Talks with these men along the road

S^ve an idea of what they had been da*
ing. They had been marching steadily for
several days. The start was made every
day at 3 a.m., with an early breakfast
and with rations subsequently served at
II p.m. and 3 o'clock in the afternoon.
Along the route their headquarters

were in village schools, houses, barns
land public buildings. The men carried
loads of about seventy pounds, includ¬
ing rifles, blankets, kits and the day's
rations. This looked like a heavy load*
as the Ion* ranks ranged along ths
roads, but the men did not mind it,
although they said the long marches
had been hard on the feet. The red-,
mental bands were in line, and Italy
may hear music again if things go
right. All the Italian bands have di*4
appeared in the fierce carnage of ra»
cent days, and the bandsmen aiHf
charging with bayonets.
The whole appearance of the Brltf/fe.

and French gave a feeling of great
power, because of the perfect organ!*
zation and ardor of all ranks, accen¬
tuated by the timeliness with g..
they are arriving in the vfneinity OS
the battle front.

Germans Claim Success.
BERLIN. November 26. via London.*-^

Only local engagements on the Italiaar
front are reported in today's statement. '

from army headquarters. The Germane *
are said to have achieved sue . J

these operations.
The announcement follows:
"In local mountain fighting

achieved successes and maintl
them against Italian counter


